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The Merton Prayer 
My Lord God, 
I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore will I trust you always though 
I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, 
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 
 
 

From Our Rector 

“The Merton Prayer” from Thoughts in Solitude Copyright © 1956, 1958 by The Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani” 

Friends, 
I can’t think of a better prayer to share with you as we begin 2021. I do not know what this year will bring. I 
don’t know who will get sick and who will stay well. I can’t tell you when we will be able to worship in our 
building again. I can’t see the road ahead of us. I don’t know where the road will end. 
 
What I do know is that we, the people of St. Titus’, will continue to be the church.We will continue to love 
God and love our neighbors. We will continue to worship, and do it safely, even if that means worshiping 
from home. Even when we get back to holding services in the building, we will continue to offer online wor-
ship as a way to include those who can’t join us in person. We will continue to be a community that wel-
comes all. 
 
I know that we will continue to stay connected and to care for each other in the coming year. We’ll pray for 
each other and make phone calls and send notes. Some of us will Zoom together. We’ll wear our masks and 
get our vaccinations when it’s time. The ties between us are strong. When the pandemic is over, we will still 
be St. Titus’.  
 
I know that we will continue to support our neighbors at C. C. Spaulding Elementary School and North Caro-
lina Central University. We will continue to help distribute food at El Buen Pastor. Because you give so gen-
erously to our discretionary funds, Sarah, Philip, and I will continue to help our neighbors buy food and pay 
their bills. Together, we will do these things because we believe they please God. Let’s keep traveling this 
road, dear friends, even though we can’t clearly see where the road will end. Trust that God is ever with us, 
and will never leave us alone. 
 
Faithfully, 
Stephanie + 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374513252
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Althea Alton, Senior Warden, Reporting 
Opening: The Vestry Meeting started at 11:32 am via 
Zoom 
 
Attendance: Diane Hundley, Althea Alton, Charles 

Thompson, Meisha Davis, Preston Edwards, Margue-
rite Peebles,  Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Rev. Sarah 
Woodard, Rev. Phillip Zoutendam. Deborah Deborg-
Brown, Treasurer; Lew Myers, Finance Committee 
Chair; Willette Crews, Oral History Project Committee 
Chair. 

 
Opening Prayer:  Rev. Stephanie led the opening prayer. 
 

Bible Study: Diane led a Bible Study, with vestry mem-
bers volunteering to share their favorite scripture. She 
shared a Litany of Faith from a service honoring and 
featuring Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

 
Minutes: 
 Rev. Stephanie had one correction to the minutes, 

which was to change the month August to September. 
The minutes were approved, with the modification, on 
a motion by Diane, with Althea seconding.  

 
Oral History Project Report: 
 Willette Crews presented information on the oral histo-

ry project. Currently, the committee is developing the 
scope and identifying resources for working toward 
engaging others. She discussed the project focus and 
how it impacts our community, which is to fight for 
equality. Goal of Project: To tell stories of people 
who are touching St. Titus’ and the communities in 
which we live. To highlight those who have impacted 
lives of Durham and the world. 

 
Sarah Woodard was thanked for her help in finding 

resources from Duke. The resource person has helped 
to share strategies for interviewing. Willette mentioned 
that an additional resource has been a book entitled: 
African Americans of Durham and Orange Coun-
ties: An Oral History, by Jean Balduc. The book 
relies heavily on Balduc’s conversations with our own 
Walter McMiller and is dedicated to Walter, Yvette, 
and Nettie. The committee will soon provide a budget 
regarding the cost of the project, i.e. equipment and 
video needs. If there are suggestions or if vestry mem-
bers want to assist, contact Willette. Rev. Stephanie 
thanked Willette for her project report.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Deborah D. Brown 
 Highlighted specific areas: Revenue for October fell a 

bit short, however, she feels that November may be 
higher, based on current contributions 

 Summary, October Mission & Outreach, scholarship, sala-
ry and staff expenses: Total Income: $11,091.63 Total Ex-
penses: $17,079.06  Net ($5,987.43)  Net YTD: $271.89 

  Finance Committee Report  Lew 
Myers provided an introduction to 
his report of the 2021 Budget and 
indicated that it was an “All in 
Budget”. He highlighted the inclu-
sion of a line-item for a sabbatical 
for Rev. Stephanie and mentioned 
that Rev. she currently qualifies to 
take three months; the cost of six 
weeks has been included in the 2021 
budget. In addition, monies for a 2% raise for Rev. Yan-
cy and the associated cost with it have been placed in the 
budget. He cited that the budget is basically personnel 
driven. Rev. Stephanie mentioned that we may need a 
separate meeting to discuss the budget. Lew and Rev. 
Stephanie mentioned that the Diocese is not giving in-
creases this year and Lew shared that Rev. Stephanie is 
underpaid based on her credentials. He stressed that we 
need to be competitive with our rector’s salary. There is 
a Finance Committee meeting on the 2nd of December, 
which will allow the vestry to have a proposed 2021 
Budget and recommendations by December 6th. Charles 
Thompson moved to approve the report and Althea se-
conded. The vestry approved the report.  

 
Every Member Canvass Report 

 Althea indicated that the goal of the Every Member Can-
vass was to collect $200,000. She shared that $155,700 
has been pledged by 41 persons as of November 15. Fol-
low-up calls have been made to those who have not sub-
mitted pledges. Lew volunteered to assist with making 
calls to secure pledges. Diane Hudley moved to accept 
the report which was seconded by Meisha Davis. The 
vestry approved the report. 

 

Rector’s Report: 
 In the month since the last report, the Diocese made the 

decision to move back to Stage 1B of the coronavirus 
response. In Stage 1B indoor worship is not allowed. 
However individual congregations were allowed to con-
tinue to worship indoors if their county’s COVID-19 
metrics stayed below certain guidelines. Because 
Durham County has been within the guidelines, we con-
tinued to hold an 8:00 am service inside the church on 
Sundays. In recent weeks the service has been Holy Eu-
charist, for the first time since the beginning of March. 

 
 This week the Bishop announced that all churches must 

begin to operate under the Stage 1B restrictions, begin-
ning Monday, November 16. My current plan is to con-
tinue to offer an outdoor service on Sundays at 8:00 am. 
As you can see, the situation is very fluid. 

 
 Some good news is that we have been able to resume 

Bible study. Philip has been leading an excellent series 
on the Psalms. The study is held via Zoom. 

 

Vestry Zoom Meeting Highlights - November, 2020  



4  The Titusian News Digest of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church —  January  2021 

 Donna Smith continues to send packets to the parents 
of the youth who participated in Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd. We don’t know whether the parents 
actually do the activities with the children. We recently 
ordered Advent calendars for the children. Donna plans 
to deliver them in person as a way of checking in and 
to let them know St. Titus’ is thinking of them.  

 
 I do want to note that the turnout was excellent for the 

Town Hall Meeting to discuss the survey results. More 
than 20 people participated last Sunday afternoon. That 
work is one of the ways we stay connected. 

 
For Discussion 
 Because we are not able to meet in-person we will not 

be able to hold an official Annual Meeting in January. 
We can hold a virtual meeting however we cannot vote. 
Since we won’t be able to vote we will not be able to 
elect new vestry members. We need to discuss how we 
will handle this. Three Vestry member’s terms will ex-
pire in January; however, since we cannot elect new 
members she is requesting that the three members re-
main until March, if not the Vestry will have the re-
sponsibility of filling the spots.  

 
My Work in the Diocese 
 In addition to the work I do in and for St. Titus’ I also 

continue to be involved with activities that happen out-

side of St. Titus’: 
 Serve on the board of the Johnson Service Corps 

(JSC). JSC is an affiliate of the Episcopal Service 
Corps and is a diverse, ecumenical community of 
young adults committed to social justice, spiritual 
growth, and community living in Chapel Hill and 
Durham.  

  
 Serve as co-chair of the Commission on Ministry for 

the Diaconate. This commission oversees  the discern-
ment and formation process for people who feel called 
to the vocational diaconate. Sarah is a vocational dea-
con. While it is my responsibility to ensure that the 
process is serving all involved, I feel a special responsi-
bility to support people of color in the process. I have 
been told many times that in the past the Diocese has 
made it especially difficult for people of color to partic-
ipate in the process. 

 
 Member of the Clergy of Color, a group in this dio-

cese. Among the goals of the group is to contribute to 
the vitality and well-being of the remaining historically 
Black congregations in the diocese.  

 
 Serve on the Pastoral Response Team (PRT). Mem-

bers of the PRT are selected by the bishop and are 
asked to provide pastoral care to members of the Dio-
cese in sensitive situations, such as allegations of mis-
conduct.  

Preached this week for the Anglican Episcopal House at 
Duke Divinity School. 

  
 Wrote an Advent meditation for Durham Cares, a  lo-

cal non-profit whose mission is to foster collaboration, 
develop leaders, and educate the people of Durham to 
care for their neighbors in Holistic ways. 

 
 Charles moved to accept the report and Althea second-

ed the report. The report was approved by the Vestry. 
 

Deacon’s Report:  
 Deacon Sarah Mentioned the Get-Out to-Vote cam-

paign and how well it went. It was GREAT! 
 
 Good News Garden – we have harvested greens and 

cilantro twice and shared this bounty with parishioners 
and our neighbors. This continues to be a good collabo-
ration between St. Titus’ and St. Luke’s as well as with 
the community. Soon, we will expand the garden along 
the periphery of the fence adjacent to Delany House. 

 
 NCCU Campus Ministry – we continue to participate 

in Transformation Tuesdays on Zoom so that we will 
stay connected with the students and the Office of Spir-
itual Life and Development. This week, they discussed 
things for which they are thankful, including their faith. 
And, St. Titus’ participated in an outreach effort by 
donating food to send to Hondurans who have been 
affected by Hurricane Eta. The students are flourish-
ing in their studies as well as their faith journeys.  

 
 CC Spaulding responding to needs, we will adopt 

three families for Christmas and purchase presents 
or gift cards for them to enjoy. Details are forthcoming. 
Everyone will be notified about and encouraged to par-
ticipate in this outreach effort. Partners Against Crime I 
participated in the District 4 Partners Against Crime 
 Zoom led by Harold Chestnut and the Durham Sher-
iff’s department  

 
Continuing Education – Recently, I enjoyed another 
session on “Death and Dying” over Zoom with Bishop 
Gregg as facilitator.  
 
El Buen Pastor Food Ministry- A group of Titusians 
engaged again this month in the food ministry at El 
Buen Pastor along with parishioners from St. Luke’s 
and St. Michael’s. We are grateful to the support from 
volunteers. Food was given to 150 people. We work 
hard and have fun serving 
 
Rev. Stephanie thanked Sarah for all she does! Di-
ane moved to accept the report, Preston seconded. The 
report was approved by the vestry. 
 

 

Vestry Zoom Meeting Highlights - November, 2020  
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Curate’s Report: 
Phillip Zoutendam reported the following:  
In preparation for Advent, he’s putting together work-
shops on leading morning and evening prayers. He 
indicated that we may check the recordings, if we’re 
not able to attend. Recordings will be available after 
each session. Charles moved to approve the report, 
Diane seconded. The report was approved by the Ves-
try. 
 

Senior Warden’s Report:  
Althea reported that her emphasis has primarily been 
working with the communication with congregation 
and with the Diocese. She maintains the St. Titus Fa-
cebook Page. She has also been serving as Co-Chair of 
the Every Member Canvass and also serves on the 
Communications Committee. Marguerite Peebles 
moved to approve the report and Meisha Davis se-
conded. The vestry approved the report. 

 
Junior Warden’s Report:  

Preston Edwards reported he will get with Lew to ear-
mark maintenance items, as well as additional con-
cerns. He stressed the need for us to be careful regard-
ing our Public Health issues, especially with extended 
families, to avoid being exposed to COVID-19. 
Meisha Davis moved to approve the report and Althea 
seconded. The vestry approved the report. 

 
Vision Mission Committee: The Town Hall meeting was 

well attended. Responses have been positive and peo-
ple appear to really feel good about St. Titus’ work as 
well as being included in the process.  

 
Closing Prayer: Deacon Sarah said the closing prayer. 
Adjournment: The meeting concluded at 1:11 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting Postponed 

We have been advised by the Diocese that parishes cannot 
hold virtual Annual Meetings or virtual vestry elections. 
Both the Annual Meeting and any vestry elections must 
happen in person, not virtually. We can hold Town Hall 
meetings on Zoom or some other platform, but we can’t 
vote on anything unless and until we are able to meet in 
person. The three vestry members whose terms would ex-
pire at the 2021 Annual Meeting are Lorie-Ann Lee, Pres-
ton Edwards, and Charles Thompson. They have all 
agreed to continue serving through March of 2021, which 
is when the Diocese believes we will be able to meet in 
person. We will schedule the Annual Meeting once we 
have given permission to do so by the Diocese. In the 
meantime, we will likely hold some sort of online meeting 
in January or February in order to look back at 2020 and 
ahead to 2021. If you have questions, please talk to any 
vestry member or to Rev. Stephanie. More information is 
available here: https://www.episdionc.org/annual-parish-
meetings/ 

Vestry Zoom Meeting Highlights - November, 2020  

Warm Greetings! 
A long, difficult, and challenging year has end. As we embark on a new year, I want to take this opportunity to let each 
one you know how much I appreciate your faithful giving of time, talent and financial resources to the ministry of St. 
Titus’ Episcopal Church. It is gifts like yours that enable us to function as the healthy and vibrant church that we are. 
As a church we continue to reach out amongst ourselves, and into our community with love and concern, Most im-
portantly, we seek to share and to live out in our lives, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank you, and may God bless you 

abundantly in the New Year! Peace, 
 
Althea Alton, Senior Warden 

https://www.episdionc.org/annual-parish-meetings/
https://www.episdionc.org/annual-parish-meetings/


6  The Titusian News Digest of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church —  January  2021 

Outreach Ministry is dedicated to putting this mission into action by providing a 
full range of charitable, human service, educational, religious and community de-
velopment activities. These activities help people realize their God-given potential 
as uniquely gifted individuals in their family, community and relationship with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Our 

Share Your Christmas  
 
St. Titus’ has many traditions especially helping oth-
ers at Christmas. Because of our community partner-
ships and your generosity, we were able to adopt and 
support a total of five families from C.C. Spaulding 
Elementary School and the broader community. 

Thanks be to God to all of you who supported this 
Share Your Christmas project with donations of gifts 
and funds that were used to make Christmas merry.  
Your prayers and support are always appreciated, too!  

The ministry is in response to a real need for diapers 
as witnessed by our participation in Sharing our 
Christmas with families this year. 
  
St. Titus’ has begun a Diaper Collection ministry.   
Donations of diapers (any size, any amount) will be 
collected at the church and given to those in need in 
the community and/or to the Diaper Bank of North 
Carolina. Please contact me if you would like to par-
ticipate in this effort to collect diapers or to arrange a 
time to drop them off at the church.   
  

More information may be obtained at their website: 
ncdiaperbank.org or by contacting me with questions.  
  
Please let me know if you are interested in helping 
with this ministry. Rev. Sarah Woodard, Deacon 
 

A NEW PROJECT FOR 2021  

 

Note from one of our 

community partners: 

On behalf of the people of St. Joseph’s Episcopal 
Church, Durham (the little stone church with the big 
red doors on Main Street), I want to thank Deacon 
Sarah, Mother Stephanie, Curate Philip, and all 
of the St. Titus’ family for helping us to bring the 
spirit of Christmas to a Latinx family who have been 
associated with us for a number of years.  
  
As small as we are, we bit off more than we could 
chew, but Deacon Sarah extended a helping hand, 
first to help us help them with rent, and then to take 
half of the family to provide Christmas presents, 
while we took the other half. The mom is a single 
mother and five children ranging from 13 years old 
to a baby. This mom works hard, but isn’t offered 
more than 30 hours per week at McDonald’s. She 
takes good care of her family but has difficulty mak-
ing ends meet. We help as we can. 
  
I am so deeply touched by the generosity of the peo-
ple of St. Titus’. We thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for doing what you do every day. I am 
lucky enough to know you and to work with you. 
You spread a lot of joy year-round but this Christmas 
was something very special to us. God is good and 
so are you! 
  
God bless you, 
Rev. Monnie Riggin, Deacon 
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Priest’s Discretionary Fund    $9250.79   
The clergy discretionary fund is used to ad-
dress needs among congregation and com-
munity members.Payments for food, rent, util-

ities, medical bills, and the like for persons in need are 
typical uses of these funds.  

2020 Financial Support for Agencies $ Amt. 

Durham Congregations in Action (DCIA) 700 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Durham & Orange Counties 300 

CAARE, The Healing Center 300 

Families Moving Forward 400 

Johnson Service Corps 500 

Durham Center for Human Life 300 

Dress for Success 300 

Durham Striders 300 

Episcopal Relief Fund - Disaster Relief 300 

Alpha Phi Alpha - St. Augustine's (Community Relief) 200 

El Buen Pastor 200 

East Durham Community Initiative 200 

CROP walk 500 

 4,500 

Outreach Ministry is dedicated to putting this mission into action by providing a 
full range of charitable, human service, educational, religious and community de-
velopment activities. These activities help people realize their God-given potential 
as uniquely gifted individuals in their family, community and relationship with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Our 

St. Titus’ ECW Donations 

UTO-$100.00  / Missions Fund-$310.00 

Our Good News 

Monthly Food Sorting Ministry 

NCCU Campus Ministry| Snack 
Breaks | Scholarships $1239.00 

Expense budgeted $300.00 

Food Giveaways 

Volunteer Services 

Community Hospitality 

 $500 Budget 

Parish 
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The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
January 2021  
  
Joyful Greetings to All,  
  

During this horrific time of pandemic separation, our CGS 
ministry continues, though without in-person times togeth-
er in our Atrium. To encourage and engage our children 
and their parents in acknowledging and welcoming our 
liturgical feast days and events, packets of “to do” materi-
als have been mailed or delivered to them.   
  

Pentecost 

“Holy Spirit, come, make my eyes to see; make my ears 
to hear; make my mouth to speak; make my heart to 
sing and my hands to reach out and touch the world 
with your love.”  Pentecost is a lengthy liturgical time, so 
the children received materials on how  to celebrate its be-
ginning and ideas on preparing a special prayer place or 
table. Attention was given to daily prayer suggestions, as 
home learning became the norm.  

 

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason 
the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him.  Beloved, we are God's children now..." (1 John 3:1-
2a) We pray in thanksgiving to God for the gift of the 
saints, who teach us how to share God's love. The Feast 
Day of All Saints and then All Souls Day receive special 
recognition in our All Saints and All Souls Prayer ser-
vice.  Providing copies of this service and pictures with 
information about blessed Saints offer the children and 
parents a way to celebrate this essential Feast Day in our 
Church.  Loving God, we thank you for uniting us in the 
Communion of Saints.  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Advent  

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” (Isaiah 9:1) Advent  affords a wonderful oppor-
tunity to suggest ways of “getting ready” for the Holy Day 
of Christmas. Each CGS family received a lovely Advent 
calendar to mark these days of preparation and anticipa-
tion. Plus, each was asked to participate in the lighting of 
the Advent wreath candles on a given Sunday at worship 
and did so. Truly a meaningful, liturgical gesture.  Advent 
prophecy materials and the infancy narratives offered addi-
tional ways to express this sacred time. (Advent in our 

Atrium is so very special and missing time together during 
this holy season was sadly disappointing.)  
  

Epiphany is January 6, the 12th day of Christmas, and the 
visitation of the Magi to the baby Jesus and his mother  
(Matthew 2: 1-12). Epiphany materials, given to each 
CGS family, suggest ways to celebrate this momentous 
occasion when the Magi bring gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh to the Savior of the whole world. In our Atrium, 
we always pay great attention to celebrating Epiphany at 
our prayer table, which is dressed in the Magi gifts or Magi 
statutes, the Holy Family statutes, the Bible, Prophecy of 
the Star and Scepter scripture card (Numbers 24:17), and 
lighted Advent candles.  “He is the King of Kings; He is 
the Lord of Lords. His name is Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Oh! 
He is the King.” Together we sing, tell the Magi story, 
and pray.  
  

With gladdened anticipation, 2021 indeed will be a new 
year when we can gather again in-person to enjoy and en-
gage in learning about and celebrating being Christian.   
 
In looking towards Lent (begins February 21); Holy Week 
(begins March 28); and Easter (April 4), our children and 
their families will continue to receive materials and sug-
gestions on how to prepare for and celebrate our liturgical 
seasons and feast days, if our Atrium remains closed.   
  

“Bright morning star arising, bright morning star 

arising, bright morning star arising. Day’s a breaking 

in my soul.” Alleluia.  Amen.   

  

Donna Smith,  
CGS Catechist   
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The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
The Meaning of Our Christian Epiphany 
 
Epiphany means a sudden showing forth or the revealing of something what was previously 
hidden from human understanding or awareness. It is that “aha” moment when we realize 
something we had not known before –we see a new shining light - like a moment when the 
light bulb goes on over our heads and we see clearly. 

 
Our Christian celebration of the Epiphany of the Wise Men or Magi is always celebrated on January 6, the 
12th day after Christmas. These Magi were not kings but probably priests, scholars, keepers of sacred things, 
or astronomers. They may well have been Zoroastrian priests - astrologers who were literally “interpreters of 
the heavens.” Because they saw and followed the star of Bethlehem, we simply call them “wise men” out of 
respect for their extraordinary understanding and their deep devotion.   
 
Once again God had spoken to his Creation, and these daring men responded by traveling afar to find the long-
awaited Messiah - Jesus. Bringing precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, they bowed in reverence to 
this infant Shepherd King who came to save the whole world. 
 
Gold- the Gift given by Melchior of Arabia, said to be the oldest of the Magi. Frankincense - the Gift given 
by Balthasar from Saba, which is present day Yemen. Frankincense is resin from the dried sap of the Boswellia 
tree - a tree that has grown on the craggy slopes of the Arabian Sea for thousands of years. In ancient times, 
Frankincense and Gold were equally precious. Myrrh - the Gift given by Caspar from southern Arabia. It was 
first used by the Egyptians in mummifying the Pharaohs and thought to be the key to immortal life. Both 
myrrh and frankincense are fragrant incense. 
 

An Epiphany Celebration 
Prepare your prayer table or area with prayer cloth (white), Epiphany picture, Bible, Advent wreath with 
 candles, * Prophecy card, or other chosen items representing Epiphany. 
 

Light candles & read the Prophecy of the Star & Scepter:  Numbers 24:17 (* a scripture card for the prayer 
 table) and the Visitation of the Magi:  Matthew 2: 1-12. 
 

Response: “The promised One of God will be like a star - one who leads and guides.” 
  

Time of prayer: Read 2 Peter 1:19 - Response: “Lord, Jesus, shine in our hearts and minds.” Sing: “Bright  
 morning star arising, bright morning star arising, bright morning star rising. Day’s a breaking in my 
 soul.”  Thank you, God, for coming as Jesus, the Savior of the world.  
 Alleluia, Amen. 
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Some Titusians  in the Spotlight 

Phil Christman and Ashley Lucas, though residing in Ann Ar-
bor Michigan, continue their connection with St. Titus’. Both of 

their books were published in 2020.   https://beltpublishing.com/
products/midwest-futures 
 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/prison-theatre-and-the-global-
crisis-of-incarceration-9781472508416/ 

Belt Publishing Bloomsbury Press 

 104 yrs on Jan 21 
Mrs. Annie Bridges 

King Bond, Jr.,  Mrs. Bridges, Sheila Bridges-Bond 

May God give you the strength and wisdom to smoothly surmount all 
the challenges ife brings you. Stay blessed and enjoy your day to the 
fullest. 

https://beltpublishing.com/products/midwest-futures
https://beltpublishing.com/products/midwest-futures
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/prison-theatre-and-the-global-crisis-of-incarceration-9781472508416/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/prison-theatre-and-the-global-crisis-of-incarceration-9781472508416/
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ONE THOUSAND DAYS OF LOVE is a $3 million grassroots Church-wide fundraising 
campaign dedicated to expanding the organization’s global programs, improving the 
lives of children up to age six. Episcopal Relief & Development invites individuals, con-
gregations, and dioceses to join ONE THOUSAND DAYS OF LOVE by engaging in acts 
of love of their own. 

Our diocesan goal: $198,000 

In a world full of division, we want to help spread some of God’s love. The Diocese of 
North Carolina has joined Episcopal Relief and Development’s “ONE THOUSAND 
DAYS OF LOVE” campaign by pledging to raise $198,000 by the end of Epiphany to 
nurture and nourish more than 13,000 children and their communities in meaningful, 
sustainable and culturally respectful ways. 

To reach our pledge, we are asking our churches for a pledge of $15 per member. 
This will help thousands of children, their families and larger communities in the form of 
mosquito nets, bicycles, nutrition and parenting programs for young families, economic 
assistance and assistance with care for newborns and their mothers. 

 

It may not seem like much, but in the right hands $15 changes and saves a lot of lives. 
Please join us in sowing some seeds of grace in a needy world! 
 
By check: 
Send to Episcopal Relief and Development 
P.O. Box 7058 
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058 
On the memo line, write the name of your church and the city and state in which it is 
located so your church will receive credit for the donation.  
 
Online: Visit bit.ly/1000DaysofLove to make your contribution.  

https://bit.ly/1000DaysofLove
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Feeling inadequate. Stressed. Exhausted. 
 
Many folks feel all the above during the holiday season from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day. Sadly, these 
are the terms many clergy persons use to describe themselves during the entire season of pandemic. 
 
An article about this subject got my attention. Written by David Paulsen and published by the Episcopal News 
Service, it describes the stress, fatigue and instability that weigh down many a parish priest these days. Read 
the full article here. 
 
Here are three ways to be a blessing to those called by God to serve you: 
 
Pray for your priest, every day. Pray for all aspects and challenges of their ministry as well their family and 

personal life, and their mental, emotional, spiritual and physical well-being. 
Write notes of thanks and encouragement to your priest. An email may be fine, but there are so many of 

those to sift through these days. Heartfelt personal notes stand out and are generally treasured. You nev-
er know what a positive impact this may have on the day the note is received. 

As much as possible, continue your financial commitment to your parish. The financial stress during the 
pandemic is weighing heavily on clergy leadership. 

 
Multiply your blessing impact by doing the same for all members of your church staff whether paid or vol-

unteer. And don’t forget your Bishop and the diocesan staff. 

Life is full of reasons to Celebrate. 

Pray for Your Priest.  

 https://www.ecfvp.org/blogs Linda Buskirk 

Birthdays 10 Martin Musinguzi 15 Sky Paulette Hunter 23 Christiana Akwari 

01 Andrew Edmonds-Harris 11 Dorothy Campbell 17 Robert N. Davis 24 Rosemond Cox 

01 Vashti Renee Wells 11 Lesley Exum-Goudeaux 18 Richard Matthews 25 Rosie Peterson 

02 Mary M. Moore 11 Robert Furges 19 Philip Harewood 25 Sarah Woodard 

04 Monnie Riggin 12 Carol Dorsey 20 Gwendolyn  Bookman 26 Genevieve Furges 

04 David Stanford 12 Christopher T. Miller 21 Anne Akwari 26 Lorie-Ann Lee 

06 Mark Abram 13 Darryl Furges 21 Annie M. Bridges 26 Beverly McLaughlin 

09 Stephanie Yancy 14 Irma Clement 22 James A. Barnes, Jr. 29 Alvetia Anderson 

10 Linda Evans 14 Clifford Richardson 22 Altrise Souquay 30 Kristen Campbell 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/11/18/parish-priests-face-rise-in-stress-fatigue-as-churchs-front-line-responders-amid-latest-covid-19-surge/
https://www.ecfvp.org/blogs/author/132/linda-buskirk

